
The All-Natural, EPA-Approved  
Solution For Darkling Beetle  
& Poultry Insect Control

WHAT IS DIATOMACEOUS EARTH (DE)?

EPA-approved DEADZONE™ is an all-natural 
insecticide that contains crushed fossilized 
algae (diatoms) from fresh water.  It has  
been known for centuries that animals  
like to take dust-baths to remove insect 
infestations. Research found that the dust 
sticks to the insect exoskeleton, absorbing 
protective oils1. Without the oily layer,  
the insect desiccates and dies. As no  
chemicals are involved, dusts are known  
and registered as mechanical insecticides. 
DEADZONE™ is the most cost-effective dust  
available, because unlike many diatom-
based products on the market, DEADZONE™  
is 100% pure.  DEADZONE™ is an excellent  
stand-alone or rotational tool in your  
beetle and crawling insect control  
programs!

DEADZONE™ … A NEW, NON-RESISTANT 
CLASS OF BEETLE AND INSECT CONTROL

Resistance to insecticides is a growing  
issue and will likely become a larger  
problem as additional insecticides are  
removed from the approved list for use  
in poultry operations. Because the active  
ingredient in DEADZONE™ (all natural  
Diatomaceous Earth) is not a traditional 
insecticide, there are no applicator safety 
issues and NO RESISTANCE issues.

KEY PERFORMANCE BENEFITS

»  EPA-approved all natural mechanical  
insect killer.

»  Applications are permitted mid-flock  
while birds are present.

» Kills beetles within 48 hours of application.

»  Effective single rate application of dust or 
liquid in band or broadcast.

» Easy to measure, mix and apply.

»  No insecticide resistance issues.

»  Economical, highly effective rotational 
alternative.

DEADZONE™ APPLICATION

»  To control darkling litter beetles, spiders, 
bed bugs, mites, ants, roaches and other 
crawling insects, apply dust to litter at a 
rate of up to 4 lbs. per 1,000 sq. ft. of  
surface area or as a slurry up to a 20% 
solution (1.65 lbs./gallon of water = 20% 
solution).

»  Uniformly cover floors and walls, paying 
particular attention to cracks and crevices, 
corners and underneath feed and watering 
equipment and lines.

» Avoid contamination of feed and water.

»  Application can be made up to 75 lbs. per 
1,000 sq. ft. for severe infestations and in 
moist areas.

»  Applications are permitted mid-flock while 
birds are present.

»  Litter should be re-treated when replaced 
and before each new batch of poultry is 
introduced to the facility.

»  Repeat treatments as necessary to  
maintain adequate control.

DEADZONE™ is an  
EPA-approved,  
ready-to-use  
poultry
insecticide  

Active Ingredient:
100% Diatomaceous 
Earth (DE) 

Formulation:

Powder

Chemical Family:
All Natural  
Mechanical  
Insecticide

Mode of Action:
Crawling insects 
come in contact or 
ingest the powder 
and die within 48 
hours

Restricted Use:

None

Signal Word:

Caution

Packaging:
50-lb. polybags

36 x 50-lb. bags per 
pallet
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DEADZONE ™ is an  
EPA-approved,  
ready-to-use  
poultry
insecticide   

Economics:
U.S. poultry producers 
spend millions of  
dollars annually  
�ghting darkling 
beetles

Beetles destroy  
wooden structures  
and insulation  
causing excessive 
heating/cooling costs

Deadly Pathogens:
Beetles harbor cecal 
worms and bacteria 
including Salmonella  
and Campylobacter

Beetles harbor avian 
pathogens including 
Bursal Disease, Fowl 
Pox, Newcastle  
Disease, Marek’s  
Disease and proto -
zoon pathogens

Hard To Kill:
Darkling beetles’  
behavior makes them 
harder to kill with  
traditional insecticides

Overuse of  
traditional insecticides 
has caused major 
resistance issues and 
forces expensive 
secondary insecticide 
applications

KNOW YOUR ENEMY

Darkling beetles are considered one  
of the most economically damaging  
poultry pests costing producers  
millions of dollars annually in control  
and facility repair costs. Darkling beetles 
can cause serious damage to poultry 
houses by destroying wooden structural 
elements and insulation and by  
harboring cecal worms, bacteria  
(including Salmonella), viruses and  
other parasites. 

The beetles also consume poultry feed 
and can persist inde�nitely in poultry 
facilities in the absence of a treatment 
program. 

Modern production practices – including 
deeper litter and lower light levels –  
contribute to worsening darkling beetle  
infestations, making an e�ective control 
program even more critical.

It is known that darkling beetles and their 
larvae can harbor a variety of avian patho-
gens that include, but are not limited to, 
Infectious Bursal Disease, Fowl Pox,  
Newcastle Disease and Marek’s Disease 
and protozoon pathogens. In addition 
they contribute to food safety issues by 
serving as a source of transmission for 
Salmonella and Campylobacter.

Control of darkling beetles is a constant 
struggle with no magic bullets or 100%  
e�ectiveness. This is largely because of  
the beetles’ behavior and ability to   
avoid contact with insecticides. 

Because the �oors are packed dirt, the 
beetles can conceal themselves in the  
�oor, preventing exposure to lethal doses 
of insecticide. Poultry producers and  
managers are looking at more all-natural, 
environmentally friendly products to  
control problematic beetles and insects.
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